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“BOOKS ARE TO PEOPLE AS WINGS ARE TO BIRDS“
                        JOHN RUSKIN

 GENERAL LAYOUT PLAN. 1:750

 1  New National Library. 2010
 2  Proposed Extension for 2050 
 3  Marble Platform
 4  Pedestrian access from Park 
 5  Pedestrian access from Street
 6  Recessed Water Pools
 7  Loading Bay
 8  Parking Entrance 
 9  Parking Exit
10  Tunnel SITE LOCATION

 1  New National Library
 2  St Vitus Cathedral 
 3  Government Building
 4  Hanavsky Pavilion 
 5  Monument Base 
 6  Queen Anne’s Pavilion
 7  Kramar Villa
 8  St Nicolas Church 
 9  Old Town Square
10  Rudolfi num Concert Hall
11  Klementinum Building
12  Football Stadium
13  Charles Bridge

eye/oko stamp

people

fi rst sketch

SITE SECTION 

klementinum

View from Petrin Tower

AXONOMETRIC SECTION

EXPLODED VIEW
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“I ALWAYS VISUALISE PARADISE AS A LIBRARY NEVER AS A GARDEN”
                                                                  JORGE LUIS BORGES        JORGE LUIS BORGES

ELEVATION SOUTH  1:250

SIZE

ELEVATION EAST  1:250

SECTION A-A  1:250SECTION B-B  1:250

forms

beauty baroque

VOLUME TREES

VIEW

ROOF        +48m

LEVEL 0     +0.0m

EYE/OKO   +37.9m

LEVEL 7     +32.4m

LEVEL 1     +5.4m

ROOF        +48m

LEVEL 0       +-0.0m

EYE/OKO   +37.9m

LEVEL 7     +32.4m

LEVEL 1       +5.4m

LEVEL 6     +28.2m

LEVEL 5     +24.0m

LEVEL 4     +19.8m

LEVEL 3     +15.0m

LEVEL 2     +10.2m

LEVEL -1     -15.5m
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“IN A WELL SELECTED LIBRARY WE ARE LIKE IN ETERNITY”
                                    T. G. MASARYK

LEVEL 0  (+0.0m)  1:250

09  Loading Bay
10  Security
11  Offi ce / Reception / Post
12  Staff Area
13  Universal Maintenance Workshop
14  Storage and Material
15  Acquisition / Handling and Storage
16  Plant
17  Chemicals
18  Cleaning Storage
19  Waste Management
20  Handling Area
21  Book Counter
22  Car Park
23  Outdoor Lift

LEVEL -1  (-11.5m)  1:250

01  Automatic Book Storage
02  Panoramic Opening
03  Book Lifts 
04  Handling Area
05  Nitrogen Gas Storage
06  Technical Storage
07  Future Extension
08  Storage access. Lift and stairs

2010
10 MILLION VOLUMES

2050
+4 MILLION VOLUMES

landscape

LATERAL LOAD

VERTICAL LOAD

tension
compression

tension
compression
bending

2 people maintenance only nitrogen fi re protection

double line water-defence

storage view

no light needed emergency exit

2008 2010115 WEEKS1 - SUB-STRUCTURE 2 - PODIUM + COLUMNS 3 - SUPER-STRUCTURE 4 - RING BEAM AND TENSION CABLES 5 - CLADDING 6 - GLAZING + INTERNALS & EXTERNALS

LIGHT DWELL

LIGHT PENETRATION
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DETAIL SECTION BASEMENT  1:75

GROUND FLOOR SURFACE PROTECTION
01  Car park surfacing and drainage networks 
  tackle surface run-off
02  Pre-cast concrete slabs ~300mm prevent 
  seepage from surfacing
03  Drainage services 
04  Access panels

LEAKAGE DEFENCE
05  Water-resisting membrane and vapour barrier
06  Drainage channels discharging to sump and pump
07  Concrete slab ~ 400mm
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FLOOR DEFENCE
08  Drainage blanket 250mm thick
09  Concrete raft slab 1200mm thick
10  Drainage tiles discharges to sump and pump 
11  Water-resisting membrane and vapour barrier
12  Blinding
13  Screed fl oor fi nish
14  R.C. Column
15  Shelving system
16  Robot crane
17  Mechanical ventilation unit to 
  remove water vapour

WALL DEFENCE
18  Access corridors for repair of 
  drainage channels ~ 800mm wide
19  Diaphragm wall ~ 1200mm thick
20  R.C. buttresses @ 10 m centres 
21  Whaling beams 
22  R.C. lining wall ~ 300mm thick
23  Drained cavity 2500mm wide

  

24  Channels laid to fall 1-100mm min. 
  with pipe at valley points. 
  Discharges to sump and pump
25  Water-resisting membrane 
  and vapour barrier
26  Shear links at constr. joints
27  Hydrophilic strip at constr. joints
28  Engineering bricks with open joints at intervals
29  Blockwork walls
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“A BOOK IS A GARDEN FOR YOUR POCKET”
                                    ARAB PROVERB 

  

“A ROOM WITHOUT BOOKS IS LIKE A BODY WITHOUT A SOUL”
                               CICERO

LEVEL 1  (+5.4m)  1:250

24  Main Library Hall
25  Open Stack Reading Room
26  Restaurant / Cafe
27  Auditorium
28  Book Shop
29  Information
30  Shop
31  Exhibition Area
32  View to Automatic Book Storage
33  Outdoor Cafe

LEVEL 3  (+15m)  1:250

36  Parliament Library
37  Micro Media
38  Quiet Reading Area
39  Electronic Documents
40  Periodicals
41  Reference and ILL Services Department
42  Technical Support and Development Department

   

LEVEL 4  (+19.8m)  1:250

43  Acquisition Department
44  Domestic Division
45  Foreign Division
46  Collection Organisation Department
47  Revision Department
48  Reserve Collections Department
49  Int. Numbering Agencies Department

LEVEL 5  (+24m)  1:250

50  Universal Collections Management Department
51  Collections Care Department
52  Preservation Microfi lming Department
53  IT Department
54  Digitalisation Department
55  Library System Department
56  Technical Support Department

LEVEL 6  (+28.2m)  1:250

57  National Bibliography and Cataloguing Division

LEVEL 7  (+32.4m)  1:250

58  Viewing Platform
59  Kitchen
60  Storage
61  Lobby
62  Staff Area

EYE / OKO  (+37.9m)  1:250

63  Day light
64  Viewing Platform
65  Relaxation and Reading Area
66  Literary Cafe

LEVEL 2  (+10.2m)  1:250

34  The National Archive Collection
35  National Archival Management Department

water

pine tree

cherry tree

people
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4 Million10 Million

“READING – THE WAY TO THE ART”
                 POLISH PROVERB

1722

2010

skins

tiles

CLEANING - ROBOTCLEANING - CLIMBERS

ELEVATION  1:75

BOOK STORAGE AND FUTURE EXTENSION

ANODISED ALUMINIUM TILES. FULL SIZE

Louvre’s 
cleaning-robot

2010 2050

BOTTOM TOP

COLOUR STUDIES

SCREENSHOT SEQUENCE OF 
AUTOMATIC STORAGE AND 
RETRIEVAL SYSTEM (AS/RS) 
IN USE.

SKIN CLADDING DETAIL

01  Anodised Aluminium tiles glued on panel  
02  Aluminium panel 
03  Substructure - profi led aluminium stiffening
  ribs welded to aluminium surface panel
04  Thermal insulation
05  Acoustic and Fire insulation
06  Tension cable
07  Metal clamp on cable
08  Internal soft lining
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9. Box put on conveyor belt

10. Conveyor belt carries 
box to Robot

11. Robot puts box back into 
its original place

8. Lift brings box down to storage

7. Customer returns book back to counter
Library Staff puts book back into its box

6. Box arrives at book counter
Library staff hands book to customer

5. Lift brings box to higher levels

4. Conveyor belt carries box to lift3. Robot places box on conveyor belt

2. Box picked up by Robot

1. Digital book order by Customer
System locates book in storage

Searching

Reading

maximum 5 minutes

Cafe “Oko” and
Viewing Platform

Offi ce and
Administration

Reading Rooms

Acquisition and
Maintenance

Automated
Book Storage

Delivery

BOOK MOVEMENT

4 MILLION
BOOKS

10 MILLION
BOOKS
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• PLACE FOR THIRD MILLENNIUM 

• DEMOCRATIC ARCHITECTURE IN A DEMOCRATIC STATE 

• KEY WORDS AS BEAUTY, ELEGANCE, COLOUR, PLASTICITY, PEOPLE AND BOOKS

• VIEWS AS PART OF URBAN COMPOSITION 

• COLOUR COMPOSITION AS REFERENCE TO THE PAST AND FUTURE 

• THE ‘STREET’ AS LINK BETWEEN OUTSIDE AND INSIDE 

• BOOKS FROM STORAGE REACH READER IN LESS THAN 5 MINUTES 

• BOOKS ARE PLACED BACK TO ORIGINAL POSITION IN STORAGE

• STORAGE FOR 10 MILLION VOLUMES WITH 4 MILLION EXTENDED CAPACITY 

• MAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY IN THE INTERNAL BUILDING LAYOUT 

• COMFORT OF SOFT FURNITURE THROUGHOUT THE BUILDING 

• UNIQUE INTERNAL PLANNING REDUCES FLOOR AREA BY 30%

VIEW FROM ST VITUS CATHEDRAL

VIEW FROM SOUTH VIEW FROM EAST INTERIOR VIEW OF THE “EYE” NIGHT VIEW FROM MILADY HORAKOVE

VIEW FROM CHARLES BRIDGEINTERIOR VIEW OF THE READING ROOM AND BOOK COUNTER VIEW FROM THE OLD TOWN SQUAREAERIAL VIEW


